ROLE-PLAY FLOW CHART
Law-making in the House of Representatives
OPENING CEREMONY

START THE
ROLE-PLAY

1

CLERK rings the
bell and instructs
MEMBERS to stand.

The SERJEANT-AT-ARMS leads
the Speaker from the chamber
holding the Mace.

ADJOURN THE
DEBATE FOR
PARTY MEETINGS

2

The SERJEANT-AT-ARMS
leads the Speaker into
the chamber, carrying
the Mace on their
right shoulder.

After a few speeches
from each side, the
House is ADJOURNED.

8

CONTINUING
THE DEBATE

9

Repeat steps
through .

(Optional – see below)

PASSING THE BILL

14

The SPEAKER conducts
the division with help
from the WHIPS and
then declares the vote.

If the majority of MEMBERS
vote FOR the bill, it is
agreed to and the Clerk will
read the title of the
bill (second reading).

15

13

7

3

The SERJEANT-AT-ARMS
announces the Speaker,
places the Mace on
the table and moves
to their seat.

The MINISTER
introduces the bill and
the SHADOW MINISTER
responds to the bill.

10

and begins the session.

The CLERK stands and
reads the rules of the
chamber and the title
of the bill (first reading).

The SPEAKER selects members to
make speeches,alternating between
the government, opposition, minor
parties and Independents. MEMBERS
make their speeches in turn.

If the OPPOSITION disagrees with
the bill, the OPPOSITION WHIP
may call a division (formal vote);
if so, the CLERK rings the bell for
four minutes.

If the majority of MEMBERS
vote AGAINST the bill,
the bill is defeated and
there is no second reading.

6

The SPEAKER tells

4 everyone to sit down

The SPEAKER

16 adjourns the House.

12

17

DEBATE ADJOURNMENT At this point in the role-play, you could conduct party meetings (5 – 10 min) to agree on the
team viewpoint and develop ideas for short speeches (Independents and minor party members could work together).
Alternatively – prior to the role-play, you could ask the students to do some research on the topic of the bill and develop speeches
to be used in the role-play. If you do this, the adjournment can be skipped and the Speaker can continue to call members to speak.

5

VOTING ON
THE BILL

When the debate is
finished the SPEAKER
leads a ‘vote on the voices’
(uncounted vote) before
declaring the vote.

The SERJEANT-AT-ARMS
leads the Speaker from the
chamber, holding the Mace.
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DEBRIEF

